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eyes visit every man in his grave to examine him
with regard to his faith in God and the Prophet
Muhammad. Those whose consciences are clear
and whose faith has never weakened need have
no fear of Munkir and Nakir, as the two dread
inquisitors are called; but infidels and those who
have been careless of ceremonial during life have
cause to tremble. For them the intermediate
state will be full of uneasiness and trouble in the
consciousness of the fate that is in store for them.
Hell is divided by Islam into seven divisions,
with torments of different degrees for the various
sinners. Heaven is also supposed to be divided
into degrees of bliss* To show God's mercy
towards His creatures and how it exceeds His just
wrath against sinners, these divisions number eight,
one more than those of Hell.
The cemeteries of the Muhammadans in Madras
have nothing to attract. They arc dreary, untidy
enclosures containing square masonry tombs
uninscribed and without ornament In time the
mortar and sun-dried bricks are affected by the sea
air, and the monuments fall into disrepair* The
materials are used again; or they crumble to
pieces and are lost in the rank herbage and long
coarse grass, which adds to the desolate, neglected